Managing Children’s Behaviour Policy

AtBunnahoneBunnies Cross Community Playgroup we wateverymember of thecommunitytofeel
valued andrespected, and for eachpersonto betreatedfairly. We are acaring community, whose
values are built onmutual trust andrespect for eachindividual. Our behaviour policy is therefore
designed tosupportthewayinwhicheverybody canliveand work togetherinasupportive way. We
believethatallchildrenareentitled tobe caredfor inenvironmentsinwhichtheyfeelsafe, therefore
we aim to primate an environment where everyone feels happy, valued and secure.

Aims and Values:

Personal, Socialand Emotional Developmentisacore element ofthe Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS).The EYFSstatesthat "children mustbe provided with support whichwill help them todevelop
a positive sense of themselves and of others; respect for others; social skills and a positive
disposition to learn”. We are committed to working in partnership with parents and carers in
supporting children's development in all areas, including behaviour and we take into account
children’s previous experiences and developmental stages. We recognise that there may be different
expectations for children’s behaviour athome andat playschool. We therefore work closely with
parents/carerstoexplainthe waysinwhichwe promote positive behaviour andto explain the ways
wecanworktogethertopromote the same message tochildren. AtBunnahone Bunnies weaimto
provide appropriate opportunities for all children todevelop:

Respect: to encourage all children to have respect for themselves, for other people (their feeling,
beliefs and values) and for the nursery environment.

Understanding and compassion: to help children to understand other people’s views and
experiences and to be caring and tolerant towards others

Responsibility: to enable children to have an increasing ability to make choices and take
responsibility for theirownactions. Inparticular we helpchildren todevelopanunderstanding of the
consequences of theirbehaviour.

Fairness and equality: to give children anunderstanding of how to befair to all: how to share and
give everyone anequal chance (within the context of everyone having different needs). All staff will
demonstrate this behaviour in their actionsalso.

Kindness: topromote actsofkindness to each otherandtoassist children inways of being gentle
towardseachother.Tosupportchildren'sdevelopmentstaff willpromote theseaimsandvalues
throughexample andhopethatparents/carersusingthe nursery will joinwithusinpartnership,
Strategies we use to support our aims and values



We help children look after themselves by:

Praising them: focusing on the positive things they do

helpingthemtorecognise theirfeelingsandexpressthemselvesinanacceptable way
Encouraging them to ask for help from peers as well as adults
Encouragingtheirattemptsandidentifyingwithaviewtoplanningfortheirinterests
Building their independence through seif-help skills

Encouraging them to see the good inothers

Encouraging them to learn from each other

We help children to care about others by:

Using conflict resolution and keeping calm

Modelling appropriate behaviour

Working onand reinforcing the understanding of feelings, e.g.incircle time
Namingandmakingfeelingsclearincludingthe consequences oftheiractions:reflecting
back to children

Being aware of the power of language, i.e. not being confrontational or negative
Boosting self-esteem

Giving time tolisten and help acknowledging their responses sensitively

We help children to be polite by:

Saying"Good morning" andwhere appropriate ‘Please” and"Thank you" (we model
behaviours we want them to copy)

Encouraging children to wait their turn

Talking one ata time: listening to each other without interrupting when someone is
already speaking

Giving children clear messages and setting an example

We ask children to look after equipment by:

Teaching them about health and safety

Encouraging them to help mend broken toys and equipment

Playinggames, e.g. incircle time and considering, "How do we look after this"
Washing the bikes, toysetc.

Reminding them to tell usabout breakages

Modelling care of the environment.



We help children to care about the environment by:

* Making it as attractive as possible

¢ C(Cleaning tables

e Tidying up together

* Displaying children's work

e Picking up rubbish

* Providing labelled storage

e Looking after indoor and outdoor plants

* Explaining proper care and use of areas (painting area, home corner, sand pit etc.)
¢ Notice, acknowledge and praise ‘careful handling’ and modelit

e Sharing responsibility

Examples of Behaviour and Strategies

Childrendisplay arange of behaviours atthis age, most of which isto be expected for their ageand
in particular when they are new to playschool. Staff expect to deal with behaviour, such as
inappropriate shouting out, having a ‘tantrum’, snatching and walking away attidy-up timeetc.

Intervention will be low key and may include one of the following:

¢ Using a positive statement, e.g. "If you want to throw something, you could go Outside
and throw a ball"

e Explaining any concerns e.g. "If you lean back on your chair you may fallover"

e Giving choices

* Slaving a group discussion or circle time about ‘acceptable'/ ‘unacceptable’

¢ Labelling the behaviour not the child, e.g. saying "l don’t like it when. ... " or ‘It’s not okay
to..”
¢ Using non-confrontationallanguage, e,g." When sandis thrown............. "instead of "When

YOU throw sand. "



Behaviour Management Procedures

e Where unacceptable behaviour is recognised or observed staff will intervene appropriately,
ina clear, calm and positive manner, to support children to reconcile conflict.

e Staffwillemploydistractiontechniquesanddiscussion (whereageappropriate), explaining
whythebehaviourinunacceptable, whilstreassuring the child thatitisthe behaviour, not
thechildthatisbeing questioned. Atthis stage staff will work with the child to agree whatis
required to implore the behaviour including the rewards and sanctions to be used in
managing the behaviour.

¢  Wherethebehaviourcontinues, parent/carerswillbeinvitedinto thesettingtodiscuss the
situation and support the management of behaviour by working together to ensure a
consistent approach between setting and home.

¢ Where there continues to be no Improvement in behaviour, a further meeting will be
arranged with parents/carer to discuss the situation in more detail to establish/identify any
underlyingissues/difficulties. A furtheraction plan with aconsistent approach between
home andsettingwillbe agreed and where appropriate, thisstage mayincludereferral to
external agencies for additional support/assessment, i.e. Behaviour Therapist and support
from the Birth to Five Service, with parent/carer consent.

¢ Supportingthechildmayinvolve settingupanIndividual Education Plan (IEP) withspecific
targets related to behaviour (please refer to Special Needs Policy).

e Staff will also refer children to WEST






